


Under the Growth Management Act, RCW 36.70A.130(2)(a)(i), "...Amendments
may be considered more frequently than once per year under the following
circumstances:

(i) The initial adoption of a sub-area plan that does not modify the
comprehensive plan policies and designations applicable to the sub-area.

The Plan Commission held a public hearing on October 10, 2007 and continued
deliberations on November 6, 2007 and after hearing public testimony and
reviewing written comments the Plan Commission voted 7 to 0 on November 6,
2007 to recommend approval of the map changes proposed to the Land Use
Plan Map and Official Zoning Map.

Sincerely,

~~~
Michael J. Ekins
President, City Plan Commission



SPOKANE PLAN COMMISSION FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

LAND USE PLAN MAP AND ZONING MAP AMENDMENTS PROPPOSED AS PART OF THE
NORTH SECTION OF THE NORTH MONROE CORRIDOR PROPOSAL

November 6, 2007

RECOMMENDATION: The Spokane City Plan Commission recommends approval of the proposal to
changes to the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Plan Map and Official Zoning Map for the North Section of
the North Monroe Corridor as recommended by the City Plan Commission following a planning services
staff facilitated public participation process. In making this recommendation, the Commission makes the
following findings and conclusions:

FINDINGS:

1. The Washington State Legislature passed the Growth Management Act (GMA) in 1990, requiring
among other things, the development of a Comprehensive Plan (RCW 36.70A).

2. The City of Spokane adopted a Comprehensive Plan in May of 200 I that complies with the
requirements of the Growth Management Act.

3. The City of Spokane Comprehensive Plan designates 19 mixed-use Centers and Corridors and directs
resources towards planning the growth and development ofthese areas. One of those designated Centers
and Corridors is the North Monroe Corridor.

4. The City of Spokane Planning Services Department 2007 Work Program designates the North Monroe
Corridor as one of four Centers & Corridors with which to conduct an abbreviated planning process; the
others are North Indian Trail Neighborhood Center, Lincoln Heights District Center, and the Garland
Neighborhood Center.

5. The North Monroe Corridor was designated for an abbreviated planning process due to the following:
North Monroe is designated in the Comprehensive Plan as a Corridor, North Monroe has an active
Business ASSOCiation, the North Monroe Business Association agreed to be participants in this process,
the North Monroe Business Association is working with the NBC Program, this work further promotes
implementation of the Comprehensive Plan, the North Monroe Corridor is located within three CDBD
boundaries (potential seed money for implementation projects), North Monroe Corridor is located in
Council District 3, the district with the most centers/corridors yet to be planned

6. The North Monroe Corridor has been divided into three Sections: North, Central, and South. The North
Section of the North Monroe Corridor, between Cora and Carlisle, is designated to move forward
towards adoption due to the following: Approximately 5.15 acres of Zoning changes are proposed for
the approximate .64 mile Section, Amount of Zoning changes proposed are minor, Transportation Level
of Service is higher/can accommodate more intense Land Use and Zoning changes before service is
compromised

7. The Planning Services Department, Long Range Planning Section, has worked with the North Monroe
Planning Team including members from: Emerson/Garfield Neighborhood Council, West Central
Neighborhood Council, Riverside Neighborhood Council, Downtown Spokane Partnership, North
Monroe Business Association, and general neighborhoodlbusiness representatives.

8. Planning Services Staff and the North Monroe Planning Team conducted several neighborhood
meetings including the following dates: January 30, February 6, February 20, March 6, March 20, April
3, April17, May I, May 15, and June 5 and open house on October 9,2007. In addition, 638 post card
notices were sent out on February 23,2007.

9. Planning Community and Economic Development (peED) sub-committee of the City Council heard
presentations about the amendments on February 5, March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6,
September 3, and October 1,2007.

10. The Spokane City Plan Commission held a workshop to study the amendments on May 9, 2007 and
August 22,2007.



1I. A State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Checklist and Determination ofNon-Significance was issued
on September 26, 2007 for the Comprehensive Land Use Plan Map and Zoning Map changes for the
North Section of the North Monroe Corridor. The public comment period for the SEPA determination
ended on October 10, 2007.

12. Notice of the SEPA Checklist and Detemination, the Land Use Plan Map changes, and the Zoning Map
changes for the North Section of the North Monroe Corridor, and announcement of the October 10,
2007 Plan Commission Public Hearing were published in the Spokesman-Review on Wednesday,
September 26, and Wednesday, October 3 and posted on the City of Spokane Planning Services web
site on September 27, 2007.

13. Notices (556) were mailed to the North Section of the North Monroe Corridor property owners, tax
payers, or occupants who were directly affected (or within 300 feet of areas affected) by the Land Use
Plan Map changes and Zoning Map changes on September 26, 2007.

14. The Washington State Department of Community Trade and Economic Development (CTED) and
appropriate state agencies were given the required 60-day notice September 20,2007.

15. The Plan Commission conducted a public hearing on October 10, 2007 and continued deliberations on
November 6, 2007 for the proposed Comprehensive Plan Land Use Plan Map changes and the proposed
Zoning Map changes for the North Section of the North Monroe Corridor.

16. The Plan Commission, by a vote of7 to 0, recommended forwarding the proposed amendments to City
Council for consideration and adoption.

17. The proposed amendments are consistent with the Growth Management Act and will protect and
promote the health, safety, and welfare of the general public.

CONCLUSIONS:

The City Plan Commission concludes that the proposed amendments to the Land-Use Plan Map and
Official Zoning Map for the North Section of the North Monroe Corridor Proposal were developed through
an open and public process, that the proposed amendments are consistent with the Growth Management
Act and will protect and promote the health, safety and welfare of the general public.

The City Plan Commission recommends approval of the amendments, which proposes changes to the
Comprehensive Plan Land Use Plan Map and Official Zoning Map for the North Section of the North
Monroe Corridor.

These findings and conclusions were approved on November 6,2007.

/fi~~
Michael J. Ekins, PreSident
Spokane Plan Commission
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