










46 S p o k a n e  D o w n t o w n  D e s i g n  G u i d e l i n e s

E - 4  D e s i g n  “ G r e e n ”  P a r k i n g

Curbs can be constructed to allow unconcentrat-
ed distribution of stormwater �ow into swales.

Design places for parking that mitigate automobile impacts to air, temperature, and water; and improve the City’s visual and 

environmental quality.  

Surface parking can be designed to reduce pollution from stormwater 

discharges, reduce peak �ow rates to minimize stream channel erosion, and 

maintain or restore chemical, physical, and biological integrity of downstream 

waterways. 

Key Points

Design surface parking lots to include a comprehensive approach to stormwater 

management that addresses reducing the rate and volume of stormwater runo� 

as well as collecting and cleaning runo� on site.  Contact City Engineering 

sta� early to discuss possible options for addressing stormwater.  Consider 

employing one or more of the following strategies as determined appropriate

by City Engineering sta�.

a.	 Design parking to reduce impervious surfaces to the extent possible;

b.	 Design parking and stormwater collection systems to work with natural 
grades;

c.	 Direct stormwater runo� into City approved in�ltration areas and install 
curb alternatives to allow for natural, unconcentrated �ow into these areas;  

d.	 Amend planting soils in all landscaped and in�ltration areas to ensure soil 
health (for in�ltration, healthy plants, and stormwater treatment);

e.	 Consider structural soils under parking areas adjacent to required canopy 
trees (to promote tree health for rainwater interception, stormwater 
in�ltration, and reduction of the heat island e�ect);

f.	 Install light-colored paving to reduce heat island e�ect.

g.	 Install pervious paving on pedestrian surfaces and other areas that do not 
require bio-�ltering;

h.	 Install pervious surfacing on areas used for over�ow automobile parking or 
service drives;

i.	 Consider installing a green roof or direct roof runo� to at-grade stormwater 
planters for parking structures.

j.	 Consider covering parking areas so that stormwater may not require 
�ltration.  It may then be directed to planting areas or cisterns.

k.	 Designate paved areas of the lot for snow storage in order to reduce stress 
and injury to the plants and reduce soil compaction.

E4

In�ltration beds can be planted with native or 
other plants adapted to seasonal variations in 
water saturation and drought.

Integrate snow storage with stormwater 
facilities, or preferably designate parking stalls 
or other paved areas adjacent to stormwater 
facilities for snow storage. 


